Bush Officials Defend Environmental Positions In Earth Day Debates 

Whitman, Norton Play Down Drilling Options 
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, said the proposal to drill for oil in the Gulf of Mexico at least 100 miles off the coast of Florida "has been 
quite a while" and has already been "approved by Congress. 
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on "This Week " Kerry lambasted the Bush administration for risking ecological destruction for relatively 
Ifenergy, whidi cS as easily be left untapped if appropriate conservation measures were taken. 

t-h* Riich annroach to the environment is they have cut, in their energy budget, some of those 
^mpLn*to drilling in Alaska," Kerry said. "The renewable program, for 

the research and development for alternative fuels. 


i ace the Nation " Whitman gave the strongest assurance yet that the administration would not push hard 
^Sl^A^on^ Wildlife Refuge - a political retreat that many White House watchers had 
the apparent lack of supportive votes in Congress and threats of a Democratic filibuster. 


sits on Vice President Cheney's energy task force, which is due to present recommendations next month, 
irm a report in the current issue of Time magazine that the administration has dropped its plan to drill in 
t she said the task force will not explicitly endorse it. 


■As far as our report goes, we didn't specifically say, 'You must drill in ANWR,’" Whitman said. "We didn't recommend 
that to the president." 

Separately however, Norton said the administration does not consider the Arctic option to be dead. She told |-^ e 
Edition" that Senior Bush adviser Karl Rove told her early yesterday that "he still believes that it is something that w 

should push forward with." 



Lieberman said il: had been more than a month since he had requested from Whitman and other agency heads 
documents explaining why the administration was rescinding or blocking environmental regulations. 

"Thus far, I have not received anything but a runaround from EPA and the other agencies," Lieberman said. 


Lieberman, who 
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is the ranking Democrat on the Senate Governmental Affairs Committee, and a member of the 
Public Works Committee, said: "I don't want to have a confrontation with EPA. But if we don't get that 
I'm going to ask my fellow committee members to subpoena that information from the agency. I think 
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